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ith their potent
sting, yellow-
jackets can be
menacing creatures when it
comes to a showdown over
the picnic table. In years when
the spring is warm and dry,
yellow-jacket populations can
increase to the point of making
outdoor activities difficult.
But few people are aware that
yellow-jackets are voracious
predators of insect pests such
as caterpillars and flies.

IDENTIFICATION AND
DETECTION

Yellowjackets are a type of wasp
but they are often mistaken for
bees. Sometimes they are con-
fused with other less aggres-
sive predatory wasps, especially
paper wasps. Yellowjackets are
relatively short and stout com-
pared to paper wasps. Paper wasps
have longer more slender bodies
and long dangling legs. Yellow-
jacket nests are spherical and are
enclosed in a papery envelope
with a small entrance hole at the
bottom. Paper wasp nests are usu-
ally suspended from eaves or porch
ceilings and look like tiny umbrel-
las filled with hexagonal cells.
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REMOVING AN INDIVIDUAL
YELLOW-JACKET FROM
INSIDE THE HOUSE

If you are not hypersensitive to
yellowjacket stings:

e Don’t aggravate the yellow-
jacket by swatting at it, wait
until it lands on a flat surface.

e Dlace a glass or plastic container
over the insect, slide a stift piece
of paper under the opening of
the container and then seal the
container.

e DPlace the container in the
freezer overnight to kill the yel-
lowjacket or take it outside and
release the insect.

If you are finding many yellow-
jackets inside, you may have a nest
in a wall void.

DESTROYING NESTS

Because of the danger of multiple
stings, we strongly recommend
calling your local vector control
district or a private company for
information and assistance.

Yellowjackets build nests in aban-
doned rodent burrows and other
holes in the ground, in attics, in
wall voids, in shrubs and trees.
Sometimes they hang their nests
from ecaves.

-
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TRAPPING
YELLOWJACKETS

Traps can provide some relief from
yellowjackets, however individual
yellowjackets can sometimes escape
traps. There are a number of traps
on the market, some disposable and
others reusable. Experiment to find
the method that works best for you.

e Follow label directions for set-
ting traps, disposing of trapped
yellow-jackets, and cleaning and
reusing traps that are reusable.

¢ Place a number of the traps around
the periphery of your yard or picnic
area to lure the yellowjackets away
from your activities and food.

e Set the traps out a few hours
before bringing food outdoors so
the insects change their foraging
patterns.

e [f one of the traps is not attract-
ing yellowjackets, move it. If you
set out several traps and none of
them are attracting yellowjackets
even though they are present,
try changing the bait. Use baits
such as tuna-flavored cat food in
the spring and early summer. Try
using grenadine or the attractants
that come with the traps in late
summer and fall.

POISON BAITING

As a last resort in years when
yellow-jacket ~ populations  are
extremely high, poison baiting may
be necessary. Call a pest control
professional.
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PREVENTION

e Seal holes and cracks in founda-
tions, walls, roofs, and eaves to
prevent yellowjackets from enter-
ing your home.

® Cover attic and crawl space vents
with fine mesh insect screen.

¢ Yellowjackets scavenge for meat
and sweet foods and drinks in
outdoor garbage and recycling
bins. Clean recyclables before
storing them. Keep garbage cans
clean and tightly covered, or seal
all food garbage in plastic bags.

WHY YELLOWIJACKETS
STING

Yellowjackets seldom sting when
they are foraging for food, unless
they feel threatened. They are,
however, likely to attack when
their nests are disturbed by a
direct blow or by vibrations that
are detected by the wasps inside.

Mowing the lawn near an under-
ground nest, construction work
near a nest in a wall void, or even
walking near a nest can provoke an
attack by one or more yellowjack-
ets. This is especially true if the
nest has been disturbed before.

AVOIDING STINGS

When a yellowjacket approaches:
e Remain calm

® Do notstrike at a yellowjacket with
sharp, sudden blows. Slow, gentle
motions that mimic the move-
ment of a branch in the breeze
will be safer in encouraging the
yellowjacket to leave.

® You can brush the yellowjacket
off with a piece of paper or some
other object as long as you move
slowly and deliberately.

* Do not squash a yellowjacket.
When crushed, many yellowjacket
species emit a chemical that can
cause other nearby yellowjackets
to attack.

Yellowjackets can be a problem in
May and June, but they are most
noticeable and annoying late in
the summer. During yellowjacket
season, the following tips will help
prevent stings.

* Wear protective clothing when
mowing grass where you suspect
underground nests.

¢ [fyou are hypersensitive to yellow-
jacket stings, avoid outdoor cook-
ing or cating. Hypersensitive
people should wear clothing that
covers as much skin as possible, and
carry an epinephrine kit (available
by prescription) at all times.

e Outdoors, do not drink soft drinks
or other sugary drinks from open
containers. Use cups with lids and
straws, and look before you sip. Do
not carry snacks containing meat
or sugar in open containers.

* Do not wear perfumes. Use
unscented deodorant, sun screen,
hair spray, etc.

¢ Avoid going barefoot, especially in
vegetation.

e Always examine wet towels or wet
clothing before you pick them up
outdoors.

® Wear light-colored clothing with-
out patterns.

PRODUCTS

Examples of trade names for products listed in this fact sheet

Traps:

® Rescue! Yellowjacket (disposable)

e Rescue! Trap (reusable)

e Surefire® Deluxe Yellowjacket and Wasp Trap

® Victor® Yellowjacket and Flying Insect Trap

PEesTICIDES & WATER POLLUTION

Pesticides can damage our health and kill
beneficial insects necessary for a healthy
garden. Common household pesticides
show up in our waterways, sometimes at
levels that can harm sensitive aquatic life.

The County of Ventura Environmental and
Energy Resources Department is working
with local nurseries and hardware stores to
reduce the risks associated with pesticide use.
This fact sheet is part of a series of informa-
tive publications and store displays designed
to educate Ventura County residents about
less-toxic pest management.

#7n,  Lookfor the “Our Water Our World”

logo next to products in participating

~ nurseriesand hardware stores though-

S out Ventura County. For a list of

participating stores, call 805,/289-3333 or visit
http://www.wasteless.org

Pest control strategies and methods
described in these publications are consistent
with Integrated Pest Management (IMP)
concepts, and are based on scientific studies
and tests in actual home and garden settings.
IPM is an environmentally sound approach
to pest management combining various
methods with good horticultural practices.
Follow all label directions on any suggested
products. NO endorsement of specific brand
name product is intended, nor is criticism
implied of similar products not mentioned.
Different products with the same active
ingredients are equally suitable.

HouseHoLb HAzZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION PROGRAMS

Most cities offer FREE monthly collection
events that accept pesticides, fertilizers,
latex and oil based paint, motor oil and
filters, car and household batteries, pool
chemicals, stains, solvents, fluorescent light
tubes, automotive fluids, cleaning products,
photographic chemicals and more. For more
information and collection schedules call
805,289-3333 or visit www.wasteless.org.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Participating stores have been provided
books on Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) you may use while in the store. The
store staff has been extensively trained in
IPM to assist you.

The Certified Master Gardener Program
operated by the University of California
Cooperative Extension provides a free
assistance Helpline and offers a variety of
workshops and school education programs.
Call 805/645-1455.

Check these websites:

http://www. watoxics.org
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu
http://www.pesticide.org/factsheets.html
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