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Guide 2
 Ready to Start?

Commercial Business-Zone Clearance 
(ZNCL) Your business will be at a commercial or 
industrial location. Contact the Planning Division 
to learn about zoning requirements that may 
apply to your business and to find about what 
forms and permits you may need such as a Zone 
Clearance Application in addition to your 
Business Tax Certificate (BTC).  

Business Tax Certificate (BTC) If your 
business will be occupying a building, it may 
need building permits and inspections prior to 
the building being open for business and may 
require a Certificate of Occupancy before open-
ing. Contact Building & Engineering for more 
information.   

Home Based Business-Home 
Occupation Permit (HOP) Your 
business may be operated from 
your place of residence. This type 
of permit allows you to use part of 
your home typically as a home 
office.  See the Home Occupation 
Permit (HOP) handout or contact 
Planning for more information.     

Business Tax Certificate (BTC) n 
addition to your Home Occupation 
Permit from Planning Division, you 
will also need a Business Tax 
Certificate from License Services 
to operate your business. Visit 
oxnard.org/BTCApplication         

Business Tax Certificate 
(BTC) Your business 
address is outside the City 
of Oxnard and you will need 
a Business Tax Certificate 
(BTC) to conduct any 
business in the City. Visit 
oxnard.org/BTCApplication    

With an approved Business Tax Certificate, 
Zone Clearance and if applicable, a 
Certificate of Occupancy, your business is 
ready to open!  Contact Planning for any grand 
opening signs or similar events.     

Please review the 
Resources Guide 1
for information on 
business plans.

Yes

Yes

Yes

No
No

No

Will your
business address be

located within the
city of Oxnard?

Will you operate
your business from

a commercial
or industrial location?

Are you ready to
start a new business and

have explored all applicable
Federal, State and County

requirements?

You

Resources
Guide

ZNCL

Outside
BTC

HOP

Planning

BTC

BTC

Build

Open


